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PLACES
TO BE

MR WEBSTER DEFINES "RECREATION" AS
ACTIVITY DONE FOR ENJOYMENT WHEN ONE
IS NOT WORKING." HE LISTS SOME SYNONYMS
INCLUDING "FROLICKING" "FUN" AND "SPORT"
WELLS COUNTY HAS A LONG LIST OF PEOPLE
AND PLACES DEDICATED TO THOSE VERY
PURSUITS.

A FEW OF OUR FAVORITE PLACES
ARCHBOLD-WILSON PARK

CAYLOR-NICKEL FAMILY FOUNDATION YMCA
GREEN VALLEY GOLF CLUB

KUNKEL LAKE

MARKLE SWIMMING POOL

OUABACHE STATE PARK FIRE TOWER
TIMBER RIDGE GOLF COURSE

WASHINGTON PARK

WELLS COMMUNITY POOL

WHICKER PARK INCLUSIVE PLAYGROUND

For a complete listing visit: www.visitwellscounty.com

www.visitwellscounty.com
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Ouabache State Park’s mission is, indeed, to pro-
vide recreational opportunities for its visitors. Before
it was named a state park, it was the Ouabache State
Recreation Area. (It originally opened as the Wells
County State Forest and Game Preserve. The park’s
iconic buildings were constructed by the Civilian Con-
servation Corps during the 1930s.)

There are more than 20 miles of trails in the 1,104 -
acre park, winding through the native forests and a
meadow. The trails will take you around the 20-acre
bison pen where a small herd has populated the park
since at least the early 1930s. The park’s landmark fire
tower was refurbished by local community efforts in
2018. You can climb its 100 steps to take in a wide view
of the bison pen and the park.

The park’s trails connect to Bluffton’s Rivergre-
enway. This will allow park visitors to bike or ride
into downtown Bluffton’s events, shops and eateries.
The Interurban Trail can then take you as far north as
Bluffton’s Walmart, Lowe’s and a Walgreens.

Kunkel Lake, located pretty much in the center of
the park, is stocked with game fish; canoe, john boat
and paddle boat rentals are available. Kunkel Lake
Beach features 215 feet of waterline and more than
2,500 tons of sand.

The park’s staff provide naturalist programs and
activities during the summer; the park also offers
playground equipment, picnic shelters, and tennis/
basketball courts.

Like all communities, Bluffton has a Parks and
Recreation Department. But unlike most, Bluffton’s
department has won awards too numerous to men-
tion, including being designated as the best parks and
recreation department in the state.

The city operates a dozen parks that include miles
of trails, with the Rivergreenway — a 2 1/4-mile paved
trail along the Wabash River — perhaps being the most
popular.

Also just north of White Bride is the Reforestation/
Wetlands Project, a 90-acre nature preserve with a 2

WELLS COUNTY 'S

74 Years of Serving Wells and Stamping & Assemblies in Aluminum & Steel
Surrounding Communities Ag * Auto * Heavy Truck * Construction

59 North Oak St. Ex.
Bluffton, IN, 467 14
260.824.1118
260.919.0229
www.almcosteel.com
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Summer is Coming!!!
Now Booking Events for 2022!

Employee Appreciation - Festivals - Outdoor Concerts

260-827-8881

pattyelwell@sbcglobal.net

Mobile Concession trailer serving Bluffton, IN and the surrounding area since 2006

113 W. Market St. Bluffton, IN 46714
www.foundations-truth.org
260-273-81554

A warm and welcoming Christ-centered meeting place for:

* Large Groups

*  Worship

* Bible Studies

* Christian Growth

¢  Small Groups

* Prayer
® Christian Outreach
e And More ...

1/2 mile walking trail through the native grasses,
shrubs and trees.

The city’s parks offer opportunities for a wide
variety of true recreation — from tennis and pickle-
ball courts, to exercise stations, a splash pad, a dog
park, both open and enclosed pavilions, quiet plac-
es for meditation and of course, ball diamonds and
playgrounds. A complete rundown can be found at:
www.blufftonindiana.net/parks-department

The Well Community Swimming Pool is also a
favorite spot for summer recreation and of course,
open to all visitors.

Additionally, Bluffton’s newest playground is
the all-inclusive Whicker Park, located on the south
side behind Bi-County Services. The award-winning
park is specially designed for handicapped children
but has proven to also be a favorite for children of all
ages and abilities.

The small town of Ossian in northern Wells
County boasts that it provides 1,189 square feet of
park space for every resident. Those opportunities
include a splash pad, a dog park, 1 1/4 mile walk-
ing trail, a fishing pond, sledding hill and a disc golf
course. The Archbold Wilson Park Pavilion also hosts
some summer concerts and yoga classes. For more in-
foramtion visit: www.ossianin.com/parks-and-recreation

On Wells County’s western edge is the small
town of Markle, with the 30-plus-acre Markle Fish
and Game Preserve on its western edge. But don’t
let the name fool you. It’s main attraction is the
“Markle Park Swimming Pool,” which is actually a
spring-fed reclaimed gravel pit. The “pool” has a
large beach area as well as a spacious grassed area
perfect for family gatherings and picnics, with fa-
cilities on site. While there are two huge slides in
the swimming area, the park also features disc golf,
playground equipment and walking trails.

In between Bluffton and Markle on State Road
116 is an ACRES Land Preserve. This northeast Indi-
ana non-profit restores donated land to its natural
state, many of which have walking trails ... such as

www.visitwellscounty.com

this one: The “Acres Along the Wabash.”

The county’s other recreational opportunities
include a YMCA, which offers an indoor pool and
sauna, a wide array of exercise equipment and a gym
for the winter pickleball and basketball enthusiasts.
Another indoor sport — ax throwing — can be pur-
sued at Bluffton’s Busted Haft.

Bluffton also supports two golf courses: the
9-hole Green Valley and the 18-hole Timber Ridge
golf course.
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YEAR ROUND

STAG BAR & GRILL

Check out our Facebook & Instagram
pages for Daily & Weekend Specials
as well as Special Events!

WELLS COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
200 W. Washington St. Bluffton

BUSTED HAFT Fabulous Bar
202 W. Market St. Bluffton
Food & Ic
WELLS COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM y
420 W. Market St. Bluffton Cold BPeWS
CAYLOR NICKEL FOUNDATION FAMILY YMCA Dine-In or
550 W Dustman Rd, Bluffton C a Pry Dut
Breakfast
Lunch ¢ Dinner

EZ BOWL 205 W. MARKET S5T., BLUFFTON

1231 South Scott Street, Bluffton

MON-SAT 7AM - 3AM ®* CLOSED SUNDAY
WELLS COUNTY TRAILS STAGBARANDGRILL.COM

For more information visit: www.wellscountytrails.com

WHICKER PARK INCLUSIVE PLAYGROUND
425 E Harrison Rd, Bluffton

FIVE POINTS SCHOOL

5300 W 1100 S-90 Montpelier

PHOTO BY: INDIANA DNR

Natural wellness solutions for Weight Management,

Energy, Sleep, Anxiety, Pain, Stress & more.

s i Vi Il ln 760 N Main Street Bluffton, IN 46714
w ss age, CO Phone: (260) 824-1600 / (800) 292-1392
Email: staff@aharvestofhealth.com

‘ Celebrate Retirement... Engage Life at Swiss Village! www.aharvestofhealth.com

Hours: M-F 9-5 & SAT 9-1

260-589-3173 » www.swissvillage.org * 1350 W. Main St. * Berne, Indiana 4671 |

Jerry L Rauch, ND
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MEMORIAL CHAPEL

A Tradition of Caring

Braden Arnold Tony Terhune

Clark Stoller Rick McEvoy
.’U-\a
Doug Cale Mitch Harnish c'#ﬁ(@,fi'@f
Funeral Director/Owner Funeral Director/Owner
Clebrating 700 Yeaw of being
Tammy Koppelman !.CfW @WM W @W

3220 East State Road 124, Bluffton, Indiana 46714
260.824.3852 ~ www.goodwincaleharnish.com

Just e Faw Brands et We Ofitare
Best - Riverside - Ashley - Serta - Sealy

Stearns & Foster - Graber Blinds...
Gerber Furniture and Mattresses has provided
our customers with quality furniture, mattresses
and interior design needs since 1947.

« Living Room Sets + Blinds / Window Treatments
o u R P RODU(TS - Bedroom Sets and Mattresses « Coffee and End Tables
« Dining Room Sets « Office Furniture
+ Home Office / Computer Desks « Floor Treatments / Rugs
« Special Orders «Work with your Designer
OUR SERVICES - Measure and Install Window Blinds / - Coordinate with Current Decor
Treatments - After Sale Support

985 N. Main St., Bluffton
260-824-1200 - 800-759-8795
HOURS:

Mon.-Fri. 9a.m. -5 p.m.; Sat. 9a.m. - 3 p.m.

Financing Available

10 www.gerberfurniture.com

SEASONAL

TIMBER RIDGE GOLF COURSE

OSSIAN SPLASH PAD

www.visitwellscounty.com

GOLF

Timber Ridge Golf Course

For more information Call 260-824-2728
www.thetimberridge.com

2330 E 250 N, Bluffton

Green Valley Golf Course
For more information Call 260-824-4510
2635 East 150 North Bluffton 2330 E 250 N, Bluffton

DISC GOLF
Ossian: Archbold Wilson Park 3398 E 900 N, Ossian, IN 46777
Markle: Markle Fish & Game Park Club 260 S. Clark St, Markle

SPLASH PADS

Bluffton:
-304 E Washington Street at Pickett’s Run Park, Bluffton
-925 W Silver Street at Roush Park, Bluffton

Ossian:
705 Park Drive at Melching Park, Ossian

SWIM

Wells Community Pool: 310 W Spring Street, Bluffton
Markle Swimming Pool: 100 Park Drive, Markle
Kunkle Lake Beach Front: Ouabache State Park

WELLS COMMUNITY SWIMMING POOL

11
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THINGS
TO DO

IF MUSIC MOVES YOU, SUMMERTIME IN WELLS
COUNTY IS THE PLACE TO BE THREE SEPARATE
SUMMER CONCERT SERIES — ALL FREE! = POPULATE
THE WARM MONTHS, EACH IN THEIR OWN
OUTDOOR VENUE.

A FEW OF OUR FAVORITE THINGS TO DO
ARCHBOLD WILSON PARK CONCERT SERIES
AXE THROWING AT BUSTED HAFT
BLUFFTON FREE STREET FAIR

CAR SHOWS

CREATIVE ARTS COUNCIL PERFORMANCES
DISC GOLF

GOLFING

KAYAKING & CANOING

KEHOE SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

MUSIC ON THE PLAZA

PARLOR CITY MARKET

WELLS COUNTY TRAILS HIKING & BIKING
YOGA IN THE PARK

For a complete listing visit: www.visitwellscounty.com

12

www.visitwellscounty.com
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KEHOE PARK

KEHOE PARK

This natural amphitheater on the “banks of the Wabash” hosts a series of summer concerts and events. The
highlight for 2022 is hard to pick out. Take your choice among many offerings. Tribute bands headline four Fri-
day evening concerts, saluting such artists as Aerosmith, Fleetwood Mac, Elton John and the Beach Boys. Each
event features a variety of food trucks, including the availability of “adult beverages” — beer, wine and popular
wine slushies.

Two Sunday evening concerts will be preceded by cruise-ins — one of the classic car variety, the other has
a Jeep theme. Cruisers will indeed cruise on a designated route before returning to Kehoe Park. Bluffton’s Grand
Sweet Shop provides some tasty treat options during the Sunday events.

One of the most popular events at Kehoe each summer is a gospel sing that is now called the Community Wor-
ship Celebration. More information on the groups and events is on the Bluffton Park & Recreation Facebook page:
facebook.com/bluffton.parks/events

And don’t forget, they’re all free admission.

23::::& Meal Replacement Shakes The Nutrition Loft
et ofee 109 E Market St
Healthy Protein Snacks 260.353.1554
incuding:Pre Workout & Pst Worou Hours:

Drinks, BCAAs, Hydration Drinks Monday - Friday 7a - 4p
Specialty Enhancers: Including Collagen, Saturd ay 8a-3 p

Probiotics, Fiber, Aloe Vera and more

14

www.visitwellscounty.com

ARCHBOLD WILSON PARK

ARCHBOLD WILSON PARK PAVILION

Located just a few miles south of I-469, In Ossian, sits the new pavilion in the large 62-acre park. The Ossian
Parks Department is launching their first full season of concerts, scheduled on the second Saturday of each
month from June through October.

The concerts, which feature a variety of local and regional artists and bands, begin at 7 p.m. with food trucks
opening an hour prior. ... and did we mention that these concerts are free?

PHOTO CREDIT: INDIANA AERIALS

PARLOR CITY PLAZA

In the heart of downtown Bluffton, the new Plaza surrounding Wells County’s iconic courthouse comes alive
during the summer with a series of free concerts. These bands are typically more local and the setting is more
intimate. Food and drink trucks are handy; bring your lawn chair or blanket and enjoy a weekend evening of
FREE entertainment. For a listing of the featured bands and food trucks,

visit Bluffton NOW!’s website: www.blufftonnow.org/downtown-events.

15



WE HELP YOU GET SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID READY!

Preston Kaehr - Julie Myers - Connie Vangelakos

WE REPRESENT MANY - MANY - MANY INSURANCE COMPANIES
WE HAVE ALL THE MEDICARE AND MEDICAID OPTIONS AVAILABLE

WE HAVE THE MARKETPLACE UNDER 65 PRODUCTS

The Price Tag is the Same Everywhere Consider Local for Better Service

FREE INFORMATION - FREE EDUCATION ON
ALL OUR PRODUCTS WE ARE FORMER TEACHERS

WHEN YOU HAVE PROBLEMS AND YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS YOU WILL HAVE USTO COUNT ON
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS - MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS - PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS.

Life Insurance - Long Term Care Insurance - Investments - Individual
and Small Group Health - Dental - Vision - Hearing - Cancer Insurance

Folks on Medicare A and B and Diabetic can get | We Do FREE Information/ Education Seminars

FREE Nice Looking Diabetic Shoes Every Year from Us In Your Business (Again Former Teachers)
WE CAN MEET: IN OUR OFFICE - IN YOUR HOME - IN A FAVORED LOCATION

In the 1882 Building at Main & Market with the mural on the outside wall - 260-824-1618

There are several other private venues that ca-
ter to music lovers of all kinds, including Timber
Ridge’s Club 250. Gospel music has a special place
the heart of Wells County. While the Gospel Barn is
not held in an actual barn, it has earned a growing
reputation for the nationally known groups that vis-
it Bluffton. Check the events listings for dates from
April through December.

If you’d rather move without the music (such as
kayaking and hiking), there are a plethora of choices
to keep you going. Move along the trails and the rivers
at your own pace, or visit Bluffton for specific events
organized by the Bluffton Kayak and Hiking Club. It’s
easy to keep up with them by joining their Facebook
Group. Also for kayakers, the award-winning Bluff-
ton Parks Department hosts the ever popular Wabash
River Paddle on June 23rd: the Wabash River Paddles.
Visit their website for more information.

And if you move faster than most people, several
foot races draw annual crowds to the Parlor City —
check the events calendar for the full list. The largest
one bears that Bluffton moniker: The Parlor City Trot.
You’ll have a choice between a 1/2-marathon and a
10K race. If you want hype, inflatable arches, bands,
noise, a medal, and a large goodie bag, this is not the
race for you. But if you want Hoosier Hospitality and
a simple, well-organized flat, fast and scenic race,
you can enjoy tradition (now in its 48th year) on the
streets and pathways of Bluffton and Ouabache State
Park. Veteran runners say the course itself is the main
attraction.

Another fun event has its limitations: the Chick
Run is just for the “chicks.” The annual event — set
for June 16 this year — is a “race” that celebrates
women of all ages. Of course there are prizes for the
“speedy chicks,” but also for the best costumes,
oldest, youngest and maybe for the nicest chicks. Or
maybe for just being there. You can walk or run the
5K course along the Wabash River since it’s mainly
a day of fun which includes music and refreshments
afterwards.

www.visitwellscounty.com

Bluffton races have proven popular enough that
a new one is being added for 2022: The “Super Hero
5K” will launch its initial race in July. Costumes will of
course be a part of that mix with “super hero contests
and challenges” along the way. Put it on your calendar
to wander into Wells for this unique event on July 9.

And finally, if festivals and fairs move you, Ossian
and Bluffton have their annual events, both in Sep-
tember.

Ossian Days is traditionally held the first week-
end after Labor Day with parades, rides, local foods
and contests. You’ll want to inquire about “Bessie’s
Movement.”

Bluffton’s annual Free Street Fair is truly historic.
Not only does it date back more than 100 years, but
the city fathers got into a showdown with the Indiana
governor back in the 1950s as to whether they could
hold such a festival on the state’s highways that went
through Bluffton’s downtown area. Spoiler alert:
Bluffton won.

It’s afestival of rides and games, of course, but the
Street Fair adds a nightly parade, musical contests,
and car shows to the mix. And what would a fair be like
without a junk food alley, which features a number of
local goodies, including such things as a ZUM stick. It
all gets started on the third Tuesday after Labor Day.

BLUFFTON FREE STREET FAIR

17
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ARTS &
ENTERTAINMENT

FORT WAYNE BALLET FIREFLY TOUR
May 17th- 7:00 p.m. Kehoe Park (no ticket required)

CREATIVE ARTS COUNCIL

Life Community Church Auditorium

BEAUTY & THE BEAST JR
June 17th- 7:00 pm
June 18th- 3:00 pm & 7:00 p.m.

CHRISTMAS THEATER PRODUCTION
December 2nd- 7:00 p.m.

December 3rd- 3:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
December 5th- 3:00 p.m.

For tickets visit www. wellscocreativearts.com

PARLOR CITY FINE ARTS DAY

September 10th at Parlor City Market - 9 a.m.-1p.m.

ARTIST STUDIO TOUR
Adams/Wells County, October 1st - 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Visit: Artistsstudiotour.com for participants and map

CLUB 250 EVENT CENTER

Club 250 Event Center at Timber Ridge

Concerts & events year round

Visit: www.thetimberridge.com for more information

5o
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”‘f% Clean out your closets or garage,
make more room for yourself!

PHOTO BY: WELLS COUNTY CREATIVE ARTS COUNCIL

GOSPEL BARN

April 9-6:00 p.m - The Perry’s

April 30th - 6:00 p.m. - The Lefevre Quartet

May 7th - 6:00 p.m. - The Booth Brothers

May 21st - 6:00 p.m. - Tribute Quartet

June 11th - 6:00 p.m. - The Guardians Quarter

July 23rd - 6:00 p.m. - The Isaacs

August 20th - 4:00 p.m. - The Hoppers & BBQ Fest
September 10th - 6:00 p.m. - Mark Trammell Quartet
October 7th - 7:00 p.m. The Collingsworth Family

December 3rd 4p.m.-The Gospel Barn Christmas Banquet
with Great Vision

For tickets and more information visit:
www.thegospelbarnofbluffton.com

ofice: 1180 N. Main St., Bluffton, IN
Hwy. 124 & 27 on 100 W, Monroe, IN

Many sizes to choose from U-Lock, keep key
Locally owned & operated 12 hr. access

Security lighting Security video cameras
Easy access 9’ doors, easy access

Outside storage for RV's, trucks, cars, etc. available upon request
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FREE
CONCERT
SERIES

BLUFFTON NOW

MUSIC ON THE PLAZA

Held from 7-10 p.m.

Food and Drink available at 6 p.m.

118 w Market Street - Downtown Bluffton

June 17th- Fireball Matinee

July 15th- Jailbreak

August 19th- Jiggs Hendrixson
September 16th- Rylie Lynn Band
October 8th- Roustabout Band

For more information visit:
www.blufftonnow.org

www.visitwellscounty.com

BLUFFTON PARKS -KEHOE PARK
Located at 300 N. Main St, Bluffton

June 24th- 8-10 p.m.
Last Child Aerosmith Experience

June 26th 7-8:30 p.m.
Community Worship Celebration

July 8th 8 -10 p.m.
Fleetwood Gold

July 10-7-8:30 p.m.
OK Boomer Band.

July 29 -8-10 p.m.
Simply Elton

August 5th-8-10 p.m.
Sail On (Beach Boys Tribute)

August 7th 7-8:30 p.m.
Sugar Shot

For more information call 260-824-6069 or visit:
www. blufftonindana.net/parks-department

OSSIAN PARKS- ARCHBOLD WILSON PARK
Located at 3398 E 900 N, Ossian

Concerts held from 7-9 p.m.

Food and Drink available at 6 p.m.

June 11th- Hubie Ashcraft

July 11th- Night to Remember
August 13th- Jeff McRae
September 10th- To Be Determined
October 8th- Whoa Man

For more information call visit: www.ossianparks.com
or call 260-622-4251

OIL CHANGE &

+Cooling Flush
«Alignments
- Brakes
+Tires

TIRE ROTATION

With Complete Car Inspection
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC

SAVE °50-160

with Mail-in-rebates ¥
(6 Mos. Same as Cash. APPLY IN STORE) SELECT TIRES

BLUFFTON TIRE INC.

1308 S. Main, Bluffton 260-824-0418

19
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YOGA IN THE
PARK

Mondays/Wednesdays Inside at Washington Park or
outside at Kehoe Park *seasonal

YOGA IN THE PARK SPECIAL EVENT
May 7th Brunch and Bubbles
November 12th Holiday Yoga Brunch

Call 260-824-6069 for more information,
registration and location.

RUN, WALK,
PEDAL &
PADDLE

OUABACHE SPRINT & OLYMPIC TRIATHLONS
June 11th- 8:00 a.m Race Starts
More information www.rubleracing.org

BLUFFTON PARKS 5K CHICKS RUN
June 16th- 7:00 p.m., Pickett’s Run Park

BLUFFTON PARKS WABASH RIVER PADDLE
June 23rd- 7:00 p.m.
Launch site at the corner of 201 and River Rd (White Bridge Park)

LIGHT THE NIGHT-LATE NIGHT BIKE RIDE

June 30th- 9:00 p.m. on the River Greenway

SUPER HERO 5K RACE & 1 MILE FUN RUN
July 9th- 8:30 a.m, Pickett’s Run Park

PARLOR CITY 1/2 MARATHON 10K TROT
Septemeber 3rd- 9:00 a.m., Bluffton City Gym

WOOF 5,10,15 MILE TRAIL RUN

November 5th- 9:00 a.m., Ouabache State Park

BLUFFTON SANTA RUN
December 24th- 9:00 a.m., Bluffton City Gym

20
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CARS, JEEPS
MOTORCYCLES,
TRACTORS...

RIVERS EDGE CLASSIC 2022

April 24th - 9:00 a.m.

Dutch Mill Plaza 360 N. Main Street, Bluffton
Contact 260-273-1447 for more information.

NATE HILL MEMORIAL ROD RUN

June 12th - 9:00 a.m. -Noon
Advance Auto Parts 623 N. Main Street, Bluffton
Contact 260-824-9828 for more information.

AXOLES CLASSIC CAR CRUISE
July 10th- 5:00 p.m.
Brok’n Axoles Car Club 360 North Main Street, Bluffton

BLUE THUNDER RUMBLE
July 16th- 4:00-8:00 p.m.
Harrison Plaza 155 S. Harrison Plaza, Bluffton

JEEP CRUISE
August 7th -5:30 p.m.
Dutch Mill Plaza 360 N. Main Street, Bluffton

MARKLE WILDCAT CAR, TRUCK & MOTOCYCLE
August 7th -8:30 a.m -Noon

Markle Fish & Game Club Park 100 Park Drive, Markle
Contact 260-273-1447 for more information.

WHEELS OF YESTERYEAR TRACTOR SHOW
August 12-14th - 12:00 p.m.
Wells County 4H park- free admission

TOUCH A TRUCK
August 27th - 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Downtown Bluffton- free admission

MOONPIE MANIA CAR SHOW
August 27th - 8 a.m.-Noon, awards at 4 .p.m.
Downtown Bluffton

8™ ANNUAL SHOW US YOUR RIDE CAR & BIKE SHOW
September 9th- 4:00-8:00 p.m. Awards 7:30 p.m.
Markle Health & Rehabilitation 170 N. N. Tracy Street, Markle

WHEELS OF YESTERYEAR TRACTOR PULL
October 1st
Wells County 4H park- free admission

Fiber Powered By ...

AdamsWells

INTERNET TELECOM TV

260-565-3131

www.AdamsWells.com
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FAIRS,
FESTIVALS
& MARKETS

PARLOR CITY MARKET

June -September 17th (Saturdays) - 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

118 W. Market Street, Bluffton

WELLS COUNTY 4H FAIR
July -16th-21st - 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
1240 4-H Park Road, Bluffton

RIDE TO PROVIDE

July -16th-21st - 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Markle Fish and Game Club Park
Raising money for local families in need

OSSIAN DAYS

September 15-17th, Downtown Ossian

BLUFFTON FREE STREET FAIR

September 20-24th, Downtown Bluffton

STAUFFER FARMS CRAFT FAIR
October 7-8th
3584 IN-116 #90, Markle 46770

ZANESVILLE CHRISTMAS
December 3rd - 3:00-9:00 p.m.
Zanesville United Brethren Church

PARLOR CITY CHRISTMAS
December 10th
Downtown Bluffton

SEASONAL

OUABACHE NATURE LOVER'S LUNCH & LEARN
March-October, 1st Thursday of each month

YOUTH FISHING DERBY
June 4th -At Ouabache State Park

TOWN OF OSSIAN JULY 4TH CELEBRATION
July 2nd -Archbold Wilson Park

JULY 4TH CITY OF BLUFFTON FIREWORKS
July 4th-10:00pm -Bluffton High School

FALL FESTIVAL
October 22nd-4-6 p.m. -Ouabache State Park

AUTUMN ADVENTURE
October 31st-5:00-6:00 p.m. -Bluffton City Hall

WASHINGTON ST MARKET

November 7th-9 a.m.-3 p.m.
610 West Washington Street, Bluffton

O0SSIAN HOMETOWN CHRISTMAS

December 1st -Downtown Ossian

WONDERLAND OF LIGHTS
December 2nd-31st -Ouabache State Park

MARKLE ANTIQUES CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE
December 3rd-4th -Markle Exit 286 Antique Mall

that make Wells County an amazing
place to live, work, visit and play!

The mission of The Wells County
Foundation, Inc. is to improve the present
and future quality of life in Wells County.

Through the generosity of our donors, the
Foundation invests grant funds in projects

and programs

Find us online at:

www.wellscountyfound.org
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SWEET
TREATS &
UNIQUE EATS ¢

WHEN ITS TIME TO GRAB A BITE TO EAT

IN WELLS COUNTY, THERE ARE PLENTY OF
TRADITIONAL CHOICES, INCLUDING A NUMBER
OF LOCALLY OWNED FAVORITES. BUT IF IT IS
SOMETHING UNIQUE OR SOMETHING SWEET,
"WANDERING WELLS" CAN INDEED BE A TREAT.
WHERE TO START IS THE BIGGEST PROBLEM.

A FEW OF OUR FAVORITE PLACES
BILLY ANN’S SUPPER PUB
BUMMIES DRIVE-IN

CRIMSON HOUSE CAFE

DASH 90 WINES

GRAND SWEET SHOP

HEYERLY'S BAKERY

HIDEAWAY BEER & BOURBON
HUGH’S BAKERY & COFFEEHOUSE
NUTRITION LOFT

PARLOR CITY BREWING COMPANY
STAG BAR & GRILL

SWEET OBSESSIONS

TOPPINGS ICE CREAM PARLOR
TYEGER'S PIZZA PARLOR

CRIMSON HOUSE CAFE

For a complete listing visit: www.visitwellscounty.com
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Perhaps the most unique is finding lunch or sup-
per in an antique store. When Kim Minnich and her
husband purchased her parents’ antique store in
Uniondale in 2021, they knew they wanted to add a
kitchen and a general store. It is now called Minnich’s
Antiques and General Store, with a surprisingly ex-
tensive menu including 22 specialty pizzas, some of
which have gained some fame.

“Someone from California heard about our pizzas
while visiting in Canada,” Kim says, “and drove 100
miles out of their way just get one of our Wabash (su-
preme) pizzas on their trip back to California.”

Most of their business is carry-out, particularly
during the colder months due to some limited — but
quaint — seating. “We have an ice-cream-parlor
table and a counter with six seats,” Kim says. But
during the warmer months, they have outdoor seat-
ing for 24 and also offer hard-dipped ice cream along

HUGH'S BAKERY & COFFEEHOUSE
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with soft-serve.

What would Ossian be without Heyerly’s Bak-
ery? Not too many people have any idea since it has
occupied center stage at the corner of Ind. 1 and Mill
Street since 1931. That happens to be pretty much the
geographic center of town, which may not be a coin-
cidence.

Three brothers — Ray, Luster and Herman Hey-
erly — were the initial entrepreneurs who set a stan-
dard for tasty pastries, cakes and pies. Ray’s four sons
— Ron, Stan, Lynn and Galen — took over the reins in
the 1970s and continued to grow the business. When
the time came for them to retire, Gary and Kelly Short
brought their baking experience to Ossian and as-
sumed the Heyerly traditions in late 2019.

“We haven’t changed any of the recipes,” Kelly
confirms. “Why would we?”

Mid-Century Furniture,

112 South Main St. « Bluffton, IN 46714 « Just South of the Courthouse on St Rd 1

Owner: Sheila Herdman « Email: yayasmidcenturyandmodern@gmail.com

Antiques & Decor

260.223.4984
www.yayasmidcentury.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10am - 5pm - Sat. 10am - 2pm
Follow us @yayasbluffton

A group of three or more
women whose hearts
and souls are joined

together by laughter and
tears shared through this
glorious journey of life

It is not unusual for regulars to gently knock
on the front door before the 6 a.m. opening time to
get their Heyerly donut fix.

Melissa Burke did not grow up in Wells County
but she’s been pleasantly surprised by her warm
welcome since opening her Grand Sweet Shop on
Bluffton’s north side in 2019. Her small eatery
features another one of Ossian’s famous products:
widely known Ossian ham, which is included in
many of their breakfast and lunch offerings.

Grand Sweet Shop lives up to it’s name by also
featuring donuts and rolls, cookies, and cupcakes
made fresh daily. There’s also a wall of Mud Pie
merchandise to browse through while taking ad-
vantage of her coffee bar, with expressos and spe-
cialty coffees to enjoy there or to go.

Speaking of coffee, aficionados will find plen-
ty of options, including Hugh’s Bakery & Coffee-
house in Bluffton and the Crimson House in Os-
sian, both locally owned and operated and both
having some sweets and treats to enjoy with their
wide variety of coffees.

If your thirst turns to something with even

more kick, Wells County features its own winery
and brewery.

Chris Bryant’s Parlor City Brewing Company
has only been open a few years, but he’s been in
the hospitality business for 28 years and brewing
for more than 15, including a stint working for a
small brewery in northern Michigan, before find-
ing his way to the Parlor City. His nano-brewery
in downtown Bluffton has 16 varieties on tap, all
brewed on site. His kitchen adds a selection of
munchies, sandwiches and soups, all made from
scratch.

What Chris likes most about his own brewery
is the opportunity to get to know his patrons and
recommending the best brew for them. Addition-
ally, you can enjoy his brews at the pub or on the
go, with growlers and howlers and even some of
his creations canned.

The Herr family began making their own wine
just six or seven years ago, largely out of curiosity
as to whether they could. In April 2017 they plant-
ed 500 vines on their southern Wells farm, where
they’ve had a large poultry operation for about 30
years. “Dash-90” is a budding winery in prog-
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DASH -90 WINERY

PARLOR CITY BREWING COMPANY

ress where you can now truly get a “taste of Wells
County.”

Their tasting room (a former sheep barn) was
getting its finishing touches this spring. They’ve
hosted a few weekend “pop-up sales” with plans
to have regular hours this summer. Their best-
seller is “Farm Wine” a sweet red made from
concord grapes so named because “when we were
growing up, every farm had a concord grapevine
for jams and jellies, and many of them made their
own wine as well,” mom Twila Herr explains.

Check them out on facebook or google for pop-
up shops and hours of operation open to the pub-
lic.

If you’re a pizza fan, you’ll want to stop at
Bluffton’s Tyeger’s Pizza Parlor. Tye Walton and
his wife went “all in” back in 2008 after a prior
life working for General Motors full time and oth-
er pizza restaurants part time. Their main goal
was to offer a unique menu. For example, whoev-
er thought of putting corn on a pizza? It actually
comes from their trip to Ireland years ago (they
both have Irish heritage) and is just one example
of their one-of-a-kind combinations.

Their creations have earned a number of
awards in local and regional newspapers’ “Read-
ers Choice” contests. The restaurant critic from
northeast Indiana’s regional newspaper out of
Fort Wayne once gave them a rare five-star rating
and his designation as “the best pizza in northeast
Indiana.” Be sure to check their Facebook page for
even more unique “POTMs” — their pizza of the
month.

Finally, last but far from least, a visit to Wells
County would not be complete during the warm-
er months without a stop at Bummie’s B&K Root
Beer drive-in on Bluffton’s south side.

The Baumgartner family is still amazed each
spring when their opening creates some tempo-
rary traffic jams on South Main Street.

[ @ For Braryenal

(Including yourself)

Spring & Country Farm &
Bereavement Shop Primitives Store
Headstone Saddles Rustic Signs « Bowls
Vases - Wind Chimes (Candle Warmers
Throws - Lanterns Tin Ware « Enamel Ware
Beautiful Spring Decor Baskets - Wreaths
And So Much More!

OPEN Friday & Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

COUNTRY ROAD PRIMITIVES

Gifts and Home Decor
2446 E 350 N, Bluffton, IN ¢ 260-273-0222

ewing Company

BLUFFTON’S

\ LOCAL CRAFT BREWERY
— S — . : WITH OVER 16 TRPHANDLES
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ANTIQUES
& BOUTIQUES

FOR THOSE WITH A PASSION FOR FINDING OUT-OF-THE-
ORDINARY GOODIES — FROM NEW HOMEWARES AND
CLOTHING TO ANTIQUE DISCOVERIES, AND THE TRADITIONAL
DEFINITION OF A SCRUMPTIOUS "GOODIE" — WANDERING
WELLS WILL FEED THOSE FLAVORS .. AND MORE

A FEW OF OUR FAVORITE PLACES
AMERICAN SALVAGE

A PERFECT BLEND

BIJOU GIFT BOUTIQUE

COUNTRY ROAD PRIMITIVES

ELLIE GRACE & CO.

FIELDS OF GRACE FLORAL BOUTIQUE
LORELAI LACE BOUTIQUE

MAGNOLIAS & MINIS

MARKLE EXIT 86 ANTIQUE MALL
MINNICH’S ANTIQUES & GENERAL STORE
RODS RUSTICS

THE MODERN ECLECTIC

YAYA’S MID CENTURY & MODERN

For a complete listing visit: www.visitwellscounty.com
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Several local families provide different expe-
riences — from small shops with hand-chosen
treasures to a large mall with seemingly endless
choices.

American Salvage Co. in downtown Bluffton
lives up to its name. The Bermudez family fill —
and re-fill —their downtown Bluffton shop with
“unique finds from across our country,” Pam Ber-
mudez reports, “hitting the road” for more than 30
years in their searches.

And if you can’t find what you’re looking for on
their sales floor, there’s more in storage upstairs or
they’ll launch a special search for their customers.

Just down the street, Joy Addington has assem-
bled a distinctive combination of items by local ar-
tisans and retail choices you won’t find elsewhere
in her Bijou Gift Boutique.

The name also is meant to define her shop —
just look up the definition of “bijou.” Her person-
ally selected purses, soaps and home decor are
centered around her own creation ‘Bijou Body Col-
lection’ produced on site.

Like many “antiquers,” what started as a hob-
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AMERICAN SALVAGE CO.

by became a business. Enthusiasts for most of their
27 years of marriage, Rod and Paris Fetter opened
their store in downtown Ossian just four years
ago but have quickly gained a solid reputation for
finding just the right piece for their growing cli-
entele. With a wide array of primitive and vintage
pieces, they keep an eye out for the truly unique.

While they maintain regular store hours of 10
am. to 5 p.m. from Tuesdays to Saturdays, the
couple lives just a few minutes away and will do
their best to accommodate anyone’s schedule. And
if you can’t find exactly what you’re looking for in
their crowded but neatly organized 6,000 square
feet, they’ll begin a search for you.

Right next door is The Modern Eclectic. While
Chris and Tsipporah Harris have gathered a num-
ber of “vintage treasures” chosen specifically for
their uniqueness, their home decor collection is
largely new goodies from both “local and global
artisans.” Among those homewares is a carefully
chosen collection of “software” — pillows, blan-
kets and napkins with “handcrafted durability.”

A side trip to the small town of Uniondale will
find a truly unique combination of antiques and
food located in a former church.

LOOKING TO BUILD YOUR

NEW HOME?

I'MYOUR GUY!

Building a new home can be an intimidating task.
As your local home professional, | can help!

GIVE ME A CALL TODAY: 260.827.8255

Excel Homes

EXCELLING IN QUALITY & EXPECTATION

=, STEFFEN GROUP \

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS

NICK HUFFMAN ‘
REAL ESTATE BROKER / AUCTIONEER

Thoughtfully designed with comfort & convenience
in mind. Custom floor plans with high-end finishes.

LUXURY LIVIN

LUXURIOUS AMENITIES
» 24-HR Fitness Center
« Sparkling Pool & Sundeck
« Outdoor Terrace with Fireplace
« Coffee Bar
« 24-HR Secure Package Retrieval
« Pet-Friendly

NOW LEASING!
| Welooktorwardtomeetingyou.

60 Premier Ave, Bluffton « Indiana

£ premierflat.com
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"YOUR
SOLUTIONS
DEALER"

Viwn ewdeE

TTGEquipmeht.com

BUSINESS OR PERSONAL
INVEST FOR THE FUTURE

401(k)s | Asset Management | Banking Services | Bonds | College Planning | uits
Financial Planning | Insurance & Annuities | IRAs | Stocks | Personalized Goal Planning
Mutual Funds | Pension & Profit Sharing Plans | Research | Retirement Planning

Take your business and your personal life to the next level with total investment and retirement plans.
As a Raymond James Financial Advisor, | will listen closely to your needs and provide personalized answers
for which you're looking — for both your business and your personal life. For more information about
investment strategies and how | can serve your financial needs, call me today.

RAYMOND JAMES

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.
Member FINRA/SIPC

~ Kim Gentis - Financial Advisor

Wealth Management Specialist
(260)824-8070 - kim.gentis@raymondjames.com
1245 N. Main St., Bluffton, IN 46714

Investment Advisory Services are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.
Banking Services Provided by Raymond Jones Bank, N.A.
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MARKLE EXIT 286 ANTIQUE MALL

MAGNOLIAS & MINIS CLOTHING BOUTIQUE

www.visitwellscounty.com

“We've filled every crook and cranny,” says Kim
Minnich of Minnich’s Antiques and General Store. She’s
talking about antiques, of course, but there’s also the
varieties of locally made products and an even wider
collection of Indiana-made goodies: Wick’s Pies, South
Bend Chocolates, vintage candies, and more than 70
varieties of Sechler’s pickles and relishes. You can also
choose from 72 varieties of vintage bottled sodas, with
such unique flavors as “Kitty Piddle,” “Dog Drool,” and
“Zombie Brain Juice.”

The kicker: Shop while you wait for your order from
their kitchen. They have a surprisingly diverse menu, in-
cluding 22 specialty pizzas (or you can choose your own
ingredients, of course). There is limited seating during
the colder months and outdoor seating when it’s warm-
er, but most of their food business is carry-out.

ANTIQUES ARE STILL OUR  BIGGEST
DRAWING CARD" KIM SAYS.

On Wells County’s western border is the Markle
Exit 286 Antique Mall, located just east of I-69 (at, you
guessed it, Exit 286). The 30,000-square-foot mall in-
cludes 100 dealers, but it is anchored by owners Connie
and Carol, twin sisters who turned their love for antiq-
uities into what they call the “Wunderkammer of the
Wabash.”

They continue to scour estate sales and farm auctions
throughout the Midwest for relics, curios and the “objet
d’art,” and often call on their gallery of helpers and ex-
tended family to restore many of their finds. That might
include an oak sideboard or a re-caned chair — even a
delicate linen can get a refreshed look.

Bluffton is also home to no less than three clothing
boutiques, each expressing the personalities of their
proprietors. While Ellie Grace & Co., the Lorelai Lace Bou-
tique and Magnolias & Minis all share the commonality
of women'’s clothing and accessories, each store has their
own additions, such as the men’s and children’s clothing
at Ellie Grace, the jewelry and candles at Magnolias or the
shoes and choices for the “Munchkins” at Lorelai.

The one constant in all of this “uniqueness” is the
personal, small town service.
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PLACES
TO STAY

WHILE WELLS COUNTY HAS PLENTY OF
COMFORTABLE TRADITIONAL LODGING OPTIONS,
CAMPERS WILL FIND SOME EXCELLENT CHOICES
TO PITCH A TENT, PARK THEIR CAMPER OR RV OR
RENT A SMALL CABIN IN THE WOODS.

A FEW OF OUR FAVORITE PLACES

AMERICA’S BEST VALUE INN & SUITES
100 CHARLES DEAM COURT, BLUFFTON
PLEASE CALL (260) 824-5553

BUDGET INN
1090 N MAIN ST, BLUFFTON
PLEASE CALL (260) 824-0820

COMFORT INN
1782 N MAIN ST, BLUFFTON
PLEASE CALL (260) 824-4455

FORT WAYNE SOUTH/BLUFFTON KOA 1
625 W. LANCASTER ST, BLUFFTON

PLEASE CALL +1260-824-0127 TO MAKE A RESERVATION

OUABACHE STATE PARK
4930 E STATE ROAD 201, BLUFFTON

PLEASE CALL (260) 824-0926 TO MAKE A RESERVATION

WASHINGTON STREET INN
220 E WASHINGTON ST, BLUFFTON
PLEASE CALL 260-824-9070

WELLS COUNTY AIRBNBS
AVAILABLE AT WWW.AIRBNB.COM

OUABACHE STATE PARK

36 37



Yid) yow Kyers....The Wells Gounty 4-H Park

has many amevities to offer that fit your vieeds!

The Park offers a large
Commuhnity Center
- LARGE BANQUET AREAR FOR LARGE CORP EVENTS

~WEDDING/RECEPTIONS FOR UP T0 450 PEOPLE
~WEDDING DECOR RENT AL OPTIONS AVAILABLE
-2 SMALLER METTING ROOMS AVAHLABE

~COMMERCIAL KITCHEN- CATERER OF YOUR CHOICE

RENT FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES, BIRTHDAY PARTIES
BABY SHOWERS, GRADUATION PARTIES, BRIDAL
SHOWTRS, REUNIONS AND §0 MUCH MORE

~T'S # GREAT PLACE FOR BUSINESS MEETINGS
~fRLCOHOL IS PERMITTED

The beautiful 40 acre
Park offers:

~MANY OUTDOOR OPTIONS AVAILABLE
~-INDOOR/OUTDOOR ARTAS FOR

LIVESTOCK AND HORST SHOWS
-PULL STRIP FOR HORST PULLS &
TRACTOR PULLS
“COVERED HORSE BARN WITHT9 BOX STALLS

~COVERED PAVILION
WITH A LARGE KITCHEN

~PLAYGROUNDS
~PICINIC ARTHAS
~WooD GAZEB0

~-WO0DED WEDDING ARTA

~RUSTIC CABIN WEDDING
~CAMPSITES WITH ELECTRIC HOOK-UPS

Contact Alie Alma for all event vieed
260-820-1128 Aalma@purdue.edu

W, wells‘lh com =
%:-:ﬁ

www.visitwellscounty.com

OUABACHE STATE PARK INCLUDES A 124-SITE ELECTRIC CAMPGROUND
WITH MODERN RESTROOMS AND SHOWER FACILITIES. THERE IS ALSO
A PRIMITIVE "YOUTH TENT CAMPGROUNDS" AVAILABLE FOR APPROVED
YOUTH GROUPS UNDER ADULT SUPERVISION. RESERVATIONS ARE
AVAILABLE FROM EARLY MAY THROUGH LATE OCTOBER.

The park offers a number of recreational oppor-
tunities including swimming, fishing and bike and
hiking trails. The trails also connect to the Rivergre-
enway Trail, allowing non-motorized connections
to downtown Bluffton’s and Kehoe Park’s summer
concerts. The connection to the Interurban Trail can
take you as far north as Bluffton’s Walmart, Lowes
and Walgreens stores.

The park is perhaps most widely known for the
historic fire tower and its herd of bison. Open during
daylight hours, you can climb the 100 steps to the
tower’s observation level that overlooks the bison
pen and provides views of the park and surrounding
area.

The Bluffton/Fort Wayne South KOA has earned
the “Journey” designation by Kampgrounds of
America, recognizing the special features of the
wooded campground located on Bluffton’s west
edge. The park also received the 2022 KOA Presi-
dent’s Award for meeting exceptional quality stan-
dards.

With more than 100 full-service RV sites, five cab-
ins and a number of tent sites, the park also features a
heated pool, horseshoe and volleyball courts, walking
trails and a playground. During the summer months,
planned family and children’s activities are also part
of the KOA experience. The park is open year-round.

The more traditional lodging options include
Americas Best Value Inn and Suites, a Comfort Inn
and a Budget Inn — all located in Bluffton. The
Washington Street Inn is a Victorian bed-and-
breakfast located close to downtown Bluffton’s
unique shops, boutiques and eateries. Host Kathy

Gardner delights in sharing the history of her inn
built in 1896 and receives 5-star reviews for her
hospitality and homemade breakfasts. A search on
Airbnb will also find a variety of housing options for
both short- and long-term stays.

For reservations for Ouabache State Park contact:
866-622-6746 or online as www.camp.in.gov
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BISON WANDER WELLS

The small herd of bison at Ouabache State Park
is not only a popular feature but links the park to its
origins. Originally established as the Wells County
State Forest and Game Preserve, records confirm
their presence at the park as early as 1933.

Those of the Baby Boomer generation recall park
visits that included viewing mountain lions, bob-
cats, bears and raccoons as well. Only the bison still
remain in captivity although deer and raccoons still
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populate the 1100 acres.

The park staff takes great pride and care of their
charges, celebrating their designation as the national
mammal and it’s prominent part of the Indiana State
Seal. During the warmer months, the staff offers bi-
son hikes, feedings and interpretative walks around
the 20-acre pen. With a mixture of both males and fe-
males in the small herd, it is not unusual for a calf to be
born — always an interesting and captivating event.

B HOOBIY: A INIDITAN'AYDNIR

410 E. Spring Street
Blufiton, IN 46714
Main: (260) 827-2200
WwWw.weg-cm.com
www.weg.net







